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Chapter 88: Fool me Once, Shame on You

*Dark Depths*

*Sora was running through a crevice, and stopped to catch his breath when the rest of the group that were in the 1000 Heartless battle appeared to try to catch up.*

James: “Guys... I haven’t been truthful about why I forgot about my memories...”

Dieter: *!*

Everyone else: *??*

James: “It’s true that Terra’s Sentiment and dad sealed my memories, but... you guys never knew why.”

Pashmina: “Was it because you asked them to?”

James: *!!*

*Pashmina seemed somewhat serious.*

James: “Why would you guess that?”

Pashmina: “I saw you cry when we were at the Pride Lands. You were too distracted to notice that I saw it too.”

*Everyone was quiet.*

Pashmina: “Some of those memories must be hard for you to remember. That’s when I start to figure... that maybe you saw something you really want to forget. Maybe I figured that it wasn’t because they had to do it, but because you asked them to.”

Sora: “Come on, Pashmina! James would never-“

James: “She’s right.”

Sora: *!*

*Everyone looked surprised. Dieter had a solemn look.*

James: “I’m sorry... I finally recovered my memories of the past. I didn’t want to tell everyone that detail.”

André: “But you didn’t forget the promise you made to bring Bijou’s Heart back until the moment you left after delivering Bijou’s Heart. At least I’m grateful for what you’ve done.”

Bijou: “Oui. So am I.” *#1

Stan: “Yeah. And if it weren’t for you, me and sis wouldn’t have thought about reuniting with everyone helping us.” *#2

Sandy: “Yeah!”

* *#1: Extra Chapter 12*

* *#2: Extra Chapter 7*

*Everyone gave cheerful looks at James, who looked relieved.*

James: “Thanks guys...”

Sora: *!* “Oh right! Where’s the King and Terra?”

*Mickey defeats an Armored Knight and Terra the same.*

Plasma-ham: “There they are!”

Beast-ham: “Let’s hurry!”

*Everyone runs towards the open area.*

*Mickey and Terra has their Keyblades out with Xheanort looking towards the Castle.*

Donald: “Your Majesty!”

James: “Terra!”

Mickey/Terra: *!*

*The rest of the group ran in to join up with Mickey and Terra.*

Terra: “Xheanort...”

Xheanort: “How long ago has it been since I abandoned that name...”

James: “Do you really want to know? That body belonged to Terra. You took over it 11 years ago through his darkness. And now you were attempting to take over Riku the same way... But that backfired when Riku used the Darkness against you. Or rather... your Heartless.”

Sora: “Sorry to change the subject, but out with it Nobody! Where did you take Kairi!?”

Xheanort: “.... I know nothing of any Kairi...”

Sora: *!* *Grr...*

Riku: “Sora. This isn’t the time to be exchange looks.”

Sora: “Right... Although Terra is having different opinions on that.”

Terra: “Xheanort... I’ll never forgive you for not just what you did to Aqua and Ven...”

*Terra starts to show a dark Aura*

Terra: “But to even my own master and father, Eraqus!”

James: “W-what!?” *!*

*A Flashback shows Xheanort shooting a bolt of Darkness at Eraqus’ back and the flashback from Chapter 77 attaches on to that point. The Flashback ends as James begins to growl.*

James: *gggRRRR!!!!!*

*James then started to show a dark Aura. *

Terra: *!* “James, what are you-“

*Terra’s Aura disperses as James activates Anti-form.*

Xheanort: *Turns to James* “Do you honestly believe you can defeat with your heart stained with hate?”

James: “Damn right I would!”

Xheanort: “Very well...”

*James leapt at him, and then Xheanort drew an energy saber from his hand that Sora immediately recognized.*

Sora: “Donald, Goofy, it’s the same guy we fought last year!”

Donald/Goofy: *!!*

Sora: “JAMES!!”

*Sora charged in, and when faded to white fades back to the scene, Sora blocked the energy saber with his Keyblade. James’ Anti-form disperses by Harmony’s light she shot from her wand.*

James: “Sora...”

Sora: “I fought this guy before! He’s extremely strong, too strong for even you!”

James: *!* “SORA!!”

*Xheanort drew a second saber in his other, and Terra blocks it with his Keyblade when Xheanort swung it.*

Xheanort: “Tell me, Terra... why do you insist on protecting these children... when you couldn’t even save Aqua or Ventus?”

Terra: “Because they are my friends...and even though I couldn’t help Aqua or Ven in the past... I won’t fail my friends that I have now with the power I wield!”

James: “Terra...”

Xheanort: “...It appears that your contact with the boy that is holding your heart has changed you...Very well then...”

*Xheanort then spun and knocked back Terra, Sora, and James back. Terra changes back to Hamtaro with Gaia Bane dismissing. The three landed on their feet, Hamtaro summoned his Keyblade.*

Mickey: “Stop!”

*Xheanort makes a dark portal appear and disappears into with Mickey jumping in after him. The group attempts to catch to him but the portal disappears.*

Sora: “He’s gone...”

“AHH!!!”

Sora: *!?*

*A portal appears underneath Laura’s feet.*

Hamtaro: *!* “LAURA!!”

*Hamtaro tried to grab Laura’s hand, and he did, but Laura is sinking into the portal. Everyone tried to pull with Hamtaro.*

James: “What’s happening!?”

Terra: “Do you think Xheanort is trying to take her?”

James: “We can’t let that happen!”

*Hamtaro was pulling with as of his might as Laura sinks deeper into the Darkness, soon her head starts to submerge.*

Laura: “Hamtaro!!”

Hamtaro: “Don’t give up!”

*Laura submerged into the darkness with Hamtaro still holding on to her arm, but then when his arm started to sink into the darkness, his handed started to be in pain, he pulled it back when it was too much, knocking everyone back.*

Hamtaro: “Ow...” *!* “Laura! Laura!!!”

*Hamtaro sprang up, dismissed his Keyblade, and started to look around desperately.*

Hamtaro: “No... this can’t be... It couldn’t... no...”

*Hamtaro fell to his knees.*

Hamtaro: “It can’t be...”

*Hamtaro started to cry*

Hamtaro: “NOOOOO!!!!!”

*Hamtaro’s scream echoed out throughout the world...*

Matrohax: “Whoa... “

Bijou: *Crying* “Hamtaro...”

*Some of the girls were also crying, and so were original Male Ham-hams. The others had solemn looks. Plasma-ham and Matrohax walked up to Hamtaro.*

Terra: “Hamtaro...”

Plasma-ham: “Hamtaro, it’s okay.”

Hamtaro: “No... it’s not... I couldn’t save her... like Terra couldn’t save Aqua or Ven...why would Xheanort do this...”

James: “Laura is one the of the people you wanted to protect. By doing this, Xheanort wanted you to become angry and hate him. Make you lose who you are...”

*Hamtaro stopped crying when he heard this.*

James: “By someone taking something away from another, the other person will strive to retrieve it. It could even bo something so important, that if the person could never get it back, it’ll be all over for the person.”

Hamtaro: “Laura... she took care of me for as long as I could remember... I have to get her back... I just have to!! Otherwise... I couldn’t forgive myself if something happened to her... or to my friends...”

*Hamtaro rose up.*

Hamtaro: “I want to help everyone... I can’t afford to let anything happen to you guys...”

Bijou: “Thank you, Hamtaro. We want to help get Laura back too. And of course, we want to help Sora too!”

Hamtaro: “Thanks you guys... this means a lot to me...”

Sora: “Same here.”

*Everyone gave a determined look at the both of them, but then Penelope and Donald saw something odd. Everyone looked too, and to their surprise, the gorge below that was full of Heartless was now bare...*

Penelope: “The Heartless are all gone!”

James: “Do you guys think that the Heartless we defeated were them?”

Bo: “That has to be the case!”

“Way to fall right into their trap.”

Everyone: *!!*

*Everyone turned to see Axel leaning on a cliff wall. Organization XIII’s theme plays.*

Matrohax: “Axel!”

*Everyone ran up to him.*

André: “What did you mean, fall right into their trap?”

Axel: *Starts walking to them* “C’mon, it’s a set-up by Organization XIII. Xemnas was using you to destroy the Heartless- that’s his big master plan.”

Dieter/James: *!*

Sandy: “Xemnas? Who’s that?”

Axel: “The guy you just saw. The same guy you’ve been calling Xheanort. He’s their leader. Got it Memorized? X-E-M, N-A-S.”

*Everyone looked to each other in surprise.*

Plasma-ham: “Wait, this Organization XIII wants to get rid of the Heartless?”

Bo: “Why?”

Axel: “Man, you’re slow.” *Points to Sora’s Keyblade* “Every Emblem Heartless defeated with the Keyblades releases a captive heart. That is what the Organization is after.”

Terra: “Why would Xheanort- uh, excuse me, XEMNAS- want all those hearts for?”

Axel: “I’m not telling.”

Matrohax: “Axel! You have to tell us! You’re helping us out remember?”

Penelope: “It was you who tried to get Kairi out of danger, remember? But thanks to you, Saix caught her!”

Axel: “Look, about Kairi... I’m sorry. I tried to get out of there before the Organization could swoop her up, but I was too late.”

Hamtaro: “Now Laura got captured by their leader! We have to rescue both her, and Kairi!”

Sora: “Where is Kairi?”

Axel: “If Saix caught her, he’d take her to Headquarters. But after what happened over the last month, something tells me they’ll be bringing the welcoming committee.”

James: “Lea... you have to help us!”

Axel: “Yeah, well, I guess I could get you over there, but- Wait a sec! You finally remembered!?”

James: “Yeah. We met before.”

Axel: “Great! I mean, sorry to change the subject and all, but... What happened to that Ven guy?”

James: “...Even I don’t know. I’m sorry, Lea.”

Axel: *sighs* “Can’t believe this...”

“Axel.”

Axel: *!*

*Saix appears in front of the group.*

Axel: “Uh-oh!”

*Axel portals out. Sora tries to catch up, but Saix stops him.*

Saix: “We’ll ensure he receives the maximum punishment.”

*The portal disappears.*

James: “So you’d rat out your own friend, huh Isa?”

Saix: “If I had a heart, I’d be flattered that you would remember me.”

James: “Shut up! Lea was your friend! You’d listen to Xemnas rather than your own friend!? What the hell’s the matter with you!?”

Matrohax: “Yeah!”

Saix: “Don’t think for a moment that we were aware of you and Calcedonia were going to betray you when Roxas told you of your original selves.”

Matrohax: “Grr...”

Saix: “And to answer that question, our friendship came to an end when he betrayed us. And besides...  I wouldn’t hesitate to end his existence when I have the chance.”

James: *!* “You heartless...!”

Saix: “I don’t have a heart, remember?”

James: “Tsk!”

Sora: “.....”

Riku: “Sora?”

Sora: “Saix, right?”

Saix: “...”

Hamtaro/Sora: “Let us into the Realm of Darkness, okay!?”

Riku/Ham-hams:*!?*

Saix: “...If it’s Kairi and Laura you’re worried about, don’t. We’re taking very good care of them.”

Hamtaro: “You have to take us to them!”

Bijou: “Hamtaro!?”

James: “He’s really worried about his human caretaker, isn’t he? I think he’d do anything for her... And for you, as well.”

Bijou: “...”

Saix: “Are they that important to you?”

Sora: “Yeah, Kairi’s just as important than Riku and friends... more than anything!”

Hamtaro: “Laura’s one of the most important friends I’ve ever had!”

Saix: “Show me how important.”

Hamtaro/Sora: *!*

*They thought about it for a moment. The group was surprised of what they did: Hamtaro and Sora got on their hands and knees, as if begging to him.*

Hamtaro/Sora: “Please...”

Saix: “...So, you really do care for them. In that case... The answer is no.”

Hamtaro/Sora: *!*

*They both leapt up*

Sora/Hamtaro: “You rotten...!”

Saix: “Are you angry? Do you hate me? Then take that rage, and direct it at the Heartless.”

*Saix then raised his hand, and snapped his fingers. Several Armored Knights appeared.*

James: “What the-!?”

Oxnard: “I thought he was going to call in Nobodies!”

Saix: *laughs* “Pitiful Heartless, mindlessly collecting hearts. And yet they know not the true power of what they hold. The rage of the Keyblade releases those hearts. They gather in darkness, masterless and free... until they weave together to make Kingdom Hearts. And when that time comes, we can truly, finally exist.”

“What in the world do you think you’re prattling on about?”

Terra: *!* “Maleficent!?”

*Maleficent appears directly behind the group.*

Maleficent: “Kingdom Hearts belongs to me! The heart of all kingdoms, the heart of all that lives. A dominion fit to be called Kingdom Hearts must be MY dominion!”

James: “Kingdom Hearts doesn’t belong to ANYONE! Kingdom Hearts is its own master! No one could EVER change that, you old hag!”

Bijou: “Maleficent, no! No more Heartless!”

Maleficent: “I do not take orders from you!”

*Maleficent summons 5 Soldier Heartless to surround Saix.*

Saix: “Fool...”

*Saix snaps his fingers and Dusks appeared to defeat the Soldiers, surprising the Group. The dusks face them.*

Sora: “Oh no!”

James: “Not good!”

*Everyone took their positions, but Maleficent appeared in front of them, and then created a Green Fire wall to block the group.*

Hamtaro: “What are you doing!?”

Maleficent: “While keep these creatures at bay, you devise a way to vanquish them- forever!”

Terra: “Why are you helping us?”

*The dusks then tried to entrap Maleficent.*

Maleficent: “Do not misunderstand me. I shall have my revenge on you yet.”

*The dusks then piled up on them.*

Sora: “Maleficent!”

Maleficent: “Leave! NOW!”

James: “We don’t take orders from you!”

Pashmina: “We have to go! Maleficent’s trying to get us a chance to get away!”

James: “But...” *!*

*The Green flames dies out.*

Saix: “Now then, where did we leave off?”

*Saix snapped his fingers again, and the Dusk disappeared. Suddenly, Armored Knights appeared again, surprising the group. The Heartless surrounds the group.*

André: “Why are the Heartless teaming up with the Organization!?”

Saix: “The Heartless ally with whoever’s the strongest.”

*Saix commands the Heartless to attack. The group defeats the Heartless with no effort. The group of hearts were flying to the sky. When Saix sees this, he smiles.*

Saix: “Yes, Sora, Hamtaro! And all of you ham-hams as well! Extract more hearts!”

*Saix disappears in the portal he formed, and the hearts that everyone just released disappears into Darkness. The group just regrouped to see the Hearts disappear.*

Bijou: “Oh no!! The Hearts!”

James: “Tsk... We were helping Xemnas all along... even we didn’t realize it!” *Blocks the an attack.*

Terra: “We were still playing into Xheanort’s hands...”

Dieter: “He’s always a step ahead of us...! Even though we can read his attacks, it was going to happen no matter what... We were only delaying the inevitable...”

Sora: “Maybe everything we’ve done... Maybe it was for nothing...” *blocks attack*

Hamtaro: “He even knows our weaknesses and everything... what can I do!? What are we suppose to do if we can’t fight with the Keyblade!?”

“Imbeciles! You can’t be trusted to do anything!”

Everyone: *!?*

*A pool of Darkness opens up and everyone, except for the Heartless, was dragged into it.*

*???*

*Sora awakens in a completely pitch black room. Everyone else is awake.*

Flora: “What is this place?”

Harmony: “It’s as dark as Spat’s heart...”

*Lazuli hid behind her sister.*

Lazuli: “I’m really scared, sis...”

Lapis: “What can tell about this place, Sora?”

Sora: “It must the Realm of Darkness!”

*Everyone was looking around.*

Sora: “Kairi! Where are you??”

Hamtaro: “Laura!?”

Terra: “Aqua!?”

James: *?* “Why are you- oh, right. Aqua’s in the Realm of Darkness too... Aqua!! Where are you!?”

*Everyone seemed to calling either to Kairi, Laura, or Aqua. Hamtaro stops to look around and sees a girl in a white dress. It was Namine*

Hamtaro: “Namine!”

Everyone else: *!?*

*Namine was carrying a white box. She sets it down and opens the portal to leave. The portal closes up behind her. Everyone surrounds the box.*

Bo: “Who’s Namine?”

Sora: “Namine’s a girl we met at Castle Oblivion. She has ability to go into my heart and rearrange my memories. I wonder how she’s created though...She reminds me so much about Kairi...”

James: “She is Kairi’s Shadow. If you released your heart as well as Kairi’s, that makes her Kairi’s Nobody.”

Sora: “But she’s created when Kairi’s heart left my body...”

Bijou: “I wonder... Iz that how Namine could tamper with Sora’s memory?”

Riku: “Could be.”

*Penelope picked up the white box.*

Penelope: “Namine left this here.”

Donald: “Is it a gift?”

Pashmina: “I wouldn’t say that.”

Sparkle: “Open it! Maybe she left us something useful!”

*Penelope opened the box. Penelope takes out the first item:*

Penelope: “A note!”

*Penelope hands it to Cappy, who handed it to Riku.*

Riku: “It’s a note from Aya.”

Bo: “Aya?”

Hamtaro: “It’s a long story.”

*Riku read the note out loud*

Note: “Dear Ham-hams and company. If you managed to receive this note, then that means you learned the truth of the Organization’s mission to use you to gather hearts. Don’t worry. If you can get to the Organization’s base and defeat them, you’ll stop their plans once and for all. You have to keep fighting, no matter what the odds are. Knowing you guys, you have the power to make everyone to believe in you... I should know. Hamtaro helped me realize this.

Anyway, you guys can’t handle this on your own as is. You’re going to need all the help you can muster up. Luckily, I know what to do. Well... There some people from our world that were transported to other worlds like the Djungle team founded. A mysterious portal. If you can find the Hams that were transported to the other worlds, you’ll find the strength you need to win against them.

There are some hams that might take some convincing, like combating them, but there are some hams that’ll help you after explaining some circumstances to them. There are even those that want to help out anyway they can. And there’s one other thing. You have to awaken the Ham-ham’s Keyblades to their true potential. That would really help out a lot.

Don’t worry. I know you’ll win. Because you got three fans rooting for you.

Aya

P.S. Sora, you’re not the only Key that connected to everyone.

*Riku gives the note to James.*

James: “Aya must believe in us. She’s right. We need to beat the Organization!”

Sora: “But how? Every Heartless we defeat will only help-“

James: “Not all of them! Remember those lowly shadows or even that Darkside? Those were Purebred Heartless. They can’t release Hearts!”

Sora: *!* “That means we can still battle the heartless without helping the Organization!”

James: “But we have to beat ALL of the Heartless, that includes the Heartless with the Emblem on them. Those Heartless has the hearts the Organizations needs. But we can’t just let the Heartless harm all of those people! That’s why we’re going to stop them!”

*Everyone seemed to be in agreement.*

Hamtaro: *?* “There’s more things in there!”

*Cappy took a photo and handed it to Sora. It has a picture of Hayner, Pence, Olette, and Roxas in it with Roxas in his regular clothes.*

Riku: “A photo.”

Hamtaro: “It’s of Hayner and the guys in Twilight Town!” *?* “Hey, Roxas is in it...”

Riku: “While I was working for DiZ, I had to make sure Roxas didn’t carry these. The pouch and the crystal were from the digital Twilight Town DiZ put Roxas in. I had to make sure nothing happened to him. But for some reason, James appeared.”

James: “Yeah. I never really knew how though...”

Riku: “Anyway, the pouch, the crystal, and photo are from the digital Twilight Town. There’s not the real thing. I asked King Mickey to get the pouch and crystal to Sora.”

Sora: “So it WAS you after all!”

Riku: “Yeah.”

Hamtaro: *?*

*Hamtaro took the last object from the box. It was a pop of Sea Salt Ice Cream.*

Hamtaro: “Hey, it’s sea salt Ice cream!”

Panda: “Why would Namine leave us Ice cream.”

*Hamtaro gave Donald the Ice Cream.*

Donald: “Hmm...”

*Donald took a bite out of the Ice Cream.*

Donald: “Yep, it’s definitely the same one! Salty... but Sweet!”

*The Ice cream flashed in light, and then it started to glow.*

James: “A gate item???”

André: “That is THE weirdest choice for a Gate item.”

*Riku’s Keyblade appeared.*

Sora: “Looks like it’s your turn, Riku.”

Riku: “Got it.”

*Riku did the Gate Routine: After the Light show. Riku walk a couple of steps away from the Keyhole, and then pointed the Keyblade at it.*

Sora: “We’re not done yet! We gotta look for Kairi and Laura!”

*Bailey*

*Leon and Cloud were up on the wall when they saw the start of Gate Routine*

Leon: *!* “Sora! Donald! Goofy!”

Cloud: “Relax. Those three aren’t going down that easily. Especially with all of the Hamster humans with the Keyblade with them. The Keyblade’s chosen one... he’s a lucky kid.”

*The gate routine reached the beam launching sequence.*

Leon: “See you soon.”

*The Gummi Cruiser: Main room.*

Sora: “I guess sometimes help comes from unexpected places.”

Dieter: “Yeah. Maleficent seemed like she was counting on us to defeat the Organization.”

Terra: “That’s unlike her.”

James: “Well, I guess you’re with us from now on, you majesty.”

*Bo and the Rainbow girls were sitting on the couch. Matrohax sat on the couch.*

Bo: “That’s no problem with me! Besides, I know where to go if we need help!”

Sora/Hamtaro: “Really!?”

Bo: “Of course!”

*Bo presents a small Gummi. It looks brand new.*

Sora: “A Navi-Gummi?

Bo: “Of course!”

*Map room.*

*Donald implanted the Navi-Gummi to the Cruiser’s map data. A new world appeared: It seemed to somewhat close to The Clubhouse.*

Bo: “There, done!”

Sora: “Huh? What’s that world?”

Terra: “Never saw that world before.”

Hamtaro: “Hey, it’s Rainbow Land!”

Goofy: “Rainbow Land?”

André: “This world is directly connected to the Clubhouse. It can only be accessible by a Rainbow. His Majesty rules Rainbow Land, just Like King Mickey to Disney Castle. Oh, I forget to tell you guys this: My sisters are living Rainbow Place.”

Bijou: *??* “I thought they were still living in France, André?”

André: *Sweatdrop* “I accidently left out the detail that they moved there.”

James: *Annoyed look.* “Smooth.”

Riku: “Why are they at the palace?”

André: “Being a Knight of color, I have to be at the palace a lot. I convinced his majesty to have my sisters live there too.”

Sora: “Well, they’ll be glad to see you back!”

André: “Yes... Yes, they will.”

Jingle: “I hate to ask, King Bo, but why is Rainbow Land is the way to go?”

Bo: “We can enlist the help of the other Knights of Color there!”

Sora: “You mean there’s more than one knight?”

Bo: “Of course! André isn’t the only one who’s a Knight of Color! There are 6 other knights like him!”

Shiron: “As strong as André?”

Bo: “Not... quite. But they are versatile in many situations.”

Sora: “Tell us about them!”

Bo: “Well...  You already know about André: He’s the Knight of True Orange. So I’ll discuss the other Knights. But, uh... please refer to them as their color, ok?”

Sora: “Sure!”

*Bo begun his discussion about the knights.*

*Later... Hamtaro’s room.*

*Matrohax was asleep on a bed Panda made for him. Hamtaro was still awake. Terra appears but in apparition form.*

Terra: “Hamtaro, what’s wrong?”

Hamtaro: “Everything that happened today... Me finding my brother that I didn’t even know I had, Matrohax, the Heartless battles, Xemnas kidnaping Laura... Everything’s really seemed to be really hectic.”

Terra: “Hm.”

Hamtaro: “But... I WILL Laura back from that maniac, and I’ll make sure that Xheanort pays for everything he ever done. Him killing your father, harming your friends, AND kidnaping Laura and Kairi. And we’ll make sure you get your body back too!”

Terra: “Thanks... Hamtaro.”

*Hamtaro said this is his thoughts before falling asleep...*

Hamtaro: (What did Aya mean by Sora not being the only Key...?)

*End of Chapter 88*
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